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Take 10 minutes to put down some answers to the following: 

What would you say the average student’s attitude to death is? 
 

What, if any, experiences of death have you had? 

How might you complete the sentence, “Before I die, I want to…”? 

Watch it!  What are your first reactions to the talk as a whole?  What struck you most? 
  

Go through the talk and pause the frames that show the blackboard.  Which answers strike you?  Why? 

“In our age of increasing distractions, it's more important than ever to find ways to maintain perspective, and 
remember that life is brief and tender. Death is something that we're often discouraged to talk about, or 
even think about, but I've realized that preparing for death is one of the most empowering things you can 
do. Thinking about death clarifies your life.”  How far do you agree with this sentiment?  

As a group, read the story that Jesus told.  What strikes you on first read? 

Who are the characters and what drives them? 

What point(s) do you think Jesus is trying to get across through this story?  (and what’s your reaction?) 

The second extract from 1 Corinthians articulates some essential beliefs of Christianity.  What strikes you?   

How would this belief in this affect your approach to death?  How would it affect your approach to life? 

Given all the above, how might you now complete the sentence, “Before I die, I want to…”? 

What might change in your life as a result of this discussion?

Before I Die, I Want To… “Thinking about death clarifies your life”
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19-21 “There once was a rich man, expensively 
dressed in the latest fashions, wasting his days in 
conspicuous consumption. A poor man named 
Lazarus, covered with sores, had been dumped on 
his doorstep. All he lived for was to get a meal 
from scraps off the rich man’s table. His best 
friends were the dogs who came and licked his 
sores. 

22-24 “Then he died, this poor man, and was taken 
up by the angels to the lap of Abraham. The rich 
man also died and was buried. In hell and in 
torment, he looked up and saw Abraham in the 
distance and Lazarus in his lap. He called out, 
‘Father Abraham, mercy! Have mercy! Send 
Lazarus to dip his finger in water to cool my 
tongue. I’m in agony in this fire.’ 

25-26 “But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that in 
your lifetime you got the good things and Lazarus 
the bad things. It’s not like that here. Here he’s 
consoled and you’re tormented. Besides, in all 
these matters there is a huge chasm set between 
us so that no one can go from us to you even if he 

wanted to, nor can anyone cross over from you to 
us.’ 

27-28 “The rich man said, ‘Then let me ask you, 
Father: Send him to the house of my father where I 
have five brothers, so he can tell them the score 
and warn them so they won’t end up here in this 
place of torment.’ 

29 “Abraham answered, ‘They have Moses and the 
Prophets to tell them the score. Let them listen to 
them.’ 

30 “‘I know, Father Abraham,’ he said, ‘but they’re 
not listening. If someone came back to them from 
the dead, they would change their ways.’ 

31 “Abraham replied, ‘If they won’t listen to Moses 
and the Prophets, they’re not going to be 
convinced by someone who rises from the dead.’” 

Luke 16, The Message 

51-57 But let me tell you something wonderful, a mystery I’ll probably never fully understand. We’re not all 
going to die—but we are all going to be changed. You hear a blast to end all blasts from a trumpet, and in 
the time that you look up and blink your eyes—it’s over. On signal from that trumpet from heaven, the dead 
will be up and out of their graves, beyond the reach of death, never to die again. At the same moment and 
in the same way, we’ll all be changed. In the resurrection scheme of things, this has to happen: everything 
perishable taken off the shelves and replaced by the imperishable, this mortal replaced by the immortal. 
Then the saying will come true: 

Death swallowed by triumphant Life! 

Who got the last word, oh, Death? 

Oh, Death, who’s afraid of you now? 

It was sin that made death so frightening and law-code guilt that gave sin its leverage, its destructive power. 
But now in a single victorious stroke of Life, all three—sin, guilt, death—are gone, the gift of our Master, Jesus 
Christ. Thank God! 

58 With all this going for us, my dear, dear friends, stand your ground. And don’t hold back. Throw 
yourselves into the work of the Master, confident that nothing you do for him is a waste of time or effort. 

1 Corinthians 15, The Message


