
 
 

“WHY DOES HE EAT WITH TAX COLLECTORS AND SINNERS?” 

Mark 2:13-17 

Prologue 

“I am an historian, I am not a believer, but I must confess as a historian that this penniless preacher from 

Nazareth is irrevocably the very centre of history.  Jesus Christ is easily the most dominant figure in all 

history.” – H G Wells 

“As a child I received instruction both in the Bible and in the Talmud. I am a Jew, but I am enthralled by the 

luminous figure of the Nazarene...  No one can read the Gospels without feeling the actual presence of Jesus. 

His personality pulsates in every word.  No myth is filled with such life.” – Albert Einstein 

This is a word cloud of Facebook responses to the question, “what words come to mind when you hear the 

name ‘Jesus’?  Circle the words or phrases in the word cloud that stand out to you.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What are your expectations/assumptions in coming to look at some passages about things Jesus said? 

 

 

A Jesus Story 

13 Once again Jesus went out beside the lake. A large crowd came to him, and he began to teach them. 14 As 

he walked along, he saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax collector’s booth. “Follow me,” Jesus told 

him, and Levi got up and followed him. 

15 While Jesus was having dinner at Levi’s house, many tax collectors and sinners were eating with him and 

his disciples, for there were many who followed him. 16 When the teachers of the law who were 

Pharisees saw him eating with the sinners and tax collectors, they asked his disciples: “Why does he eat with 

tax collectors and sinners?” 

17 On hearing this, Jesus said to them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come 

to call the righteous, but sinners.” 



 
 

What does it say?  

Read through the passage a few times.  What stands out to you? 

 

Imagine yourself in the story.  What’s the atmosphere?   Who are the characters? 

 

What keywords would you use to summarise the story? 

 

What questions do you have? 

 

What does it mean?      

What do you think about what Jesus has to say in the story?  Does he reveal anything about himself? 

 

Do you see “good news” offered?  Who is it for and why is it “good”? 

 

How do you think each of the characters around Jesus would have reacted to what he said? 

 

What’s your personal response to what Jesus said? 

 

What do you think the main point of what Jesus says is? 

 

Why does it matter? 

How has this passage affected your view of Jesus? 

 

What’s the main thing you’re going to take away from this study?  What might that look like in practice? 

 

Who might benefit from hearing about this?  What would you say to them? 


