
 

 

The Parable of the Rich Fool    Luke 12:13-21 (NIV) 

 13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.” 14 Jesus 
replied, “Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?”  

15 Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; life does not consist in an 
abundance of possessions.” 

16 And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded an abundant harvest.  

17He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.’ 

18 “Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, 
and there I will store my surplus grain.  

19 And I’ll say to myself, “You have plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, 
drink and be merry.”’ 

20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who 
will get what you have prepared for yourself?’ 

21 “This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for themselves but is not rich toward God.” 

 

 
The Story of the Greedy Farmer  Luke 12:13-21 (The Message) 

 13Someone out of the crowd said, "Teacher, order my brother to give me a fair share of the family 
inheritance."   14He replied, "Mister, what makes you think it's any of my business to be a judge or 
mediator for you?"   
 
 15Speaking to the people, he went on, "Take care! Protect yourself against the least bit of greed. Life is not 
defined by what you have, even when you have a lot." 

  16-19Then he told them this story: "The farm of a certain rich man produced a terrific crop.  

He talked to himself: 'What can I do? My barn isn't big enough for this harvest.'  

Then he said, 'Here's what I'll do: I'll tear down my barns and build bigger ones. Then 
I'll gather in all my grain and goods,  

and I'll say to myself, Self, you've done well! You've got it made and can now retire. Take it 
easy and have the time of your life!' 

20"Just then God showed up and said, 'Fool! Tonight you die. And your barnful of goods - who gets 
it?' 

21"That's what happens when you fill your barn with Self and not with God." 



What’s the story? 

 Imagine yourself in the story.  What’s the scene and atmosphere? 
 
 

 Who are the characters? 
 
 

 What stands out to you as you read through the passage?  What are your reactions? 
 
 

 Chart a plot outline [be on the lookout for literary structure as suggested in the paragraphs above] 

 

 

 What keywords would you use to sum up the story?  What (song/film) title would you give it? 

 

Entering the story 

 Consider the story from the perspective of each of the characters.  What do they experience?  What 

do you think they are thinking and feeling? 

 

 

 What do you make of the rich man?  Whom or what do you think he represents here?  

 

 

 How did the rich man’s attitude affect his life? 

 

 

 What assumptions are there about God in this story?  How do these sit with you? 

 

 

 Who is the main character in this story?  Why? 

 

 

 How do you think Jesus’ audience felt in response to this story?  Do you think they saw themselves 

in the parable?  Where? 

 

 

 What do you think Jesus is communicating in this parable?  (To the audience and/or to us?) 

 

 

 What does the telling of this story communicate about Jesus? 

 

 

 

 



What’s your response? 

 What questions do you have? 

 

 

 What aspects or characters in the story do you relate to? 

 

 

 Does this story fit with your experience? 

 

 

 Does this story challenge your view of God? 

 

 

 What’s the main thing you’re going to take away from this story? 

 

 

 What might that look like in practice? 

 

 

 

 


