
The Paralysed Man

Read Luke 5:17-26 (NIV)

What does it say?

What struck you on the first reading?  Why?

Who are the characters in this story?

Pick a particular character, and reread the story through their eyes.
How does the character change throughout the story?

How does the character’s impression of Jesus change throughout the story?

What questions are the characters left with? 

Are you left with any questions?

What does it mean?

What, if anything, is significant about the friends?

Why do you think Jesus doesn’t heal the paralysed man immediately?

What do you think the paralysed man expected from Jesus?

Why did the paralysed man leave so abruptly?

Why do you think Jesus responded with the question: “Which is easier: to say, ‘Your sins 
are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’?”

How would you answer Jesus’ question?



Why does it matter?

Where is the ‘punch line’ or key point in this story?

How has this story influenced your view of Jesus?

What is the main thing you’re going to take away from this story?

What might that look like in practice?

If you could tell one person about this study, who would you tell and how would you 
explain it?



 
The Sinful Woman 

Luke 7:36-50

Read Luke 7:36-50 (NIV) 

 
What does it say?

What strikes you? Why?

Note the characters present in the story and choose one to focus on: 

How would you describe them to someone else?  
How does the way they act in the story shed light on their character?
What do you think happened to them to bring them to this place at this time?
What emotions do they display through the story?
What do you think was their impression of Jesus at the start and end of the story?

Which do you think are the key sentences of the passage? Why?

What contrasts do you observe in the passage?

What does it mean?

Why do you think the woman did what she did?

What do you think were the implications of her actions?

Why do you think Simon had such a strong reaction to the woman’s actions and Jesus’ 
response?

Do you think the woman’s sins were forgiven before or during her encounter with Jesus?

What do you think Jesus was trying to communicate to Simon through the parable in v40-43?

What do you think Jesus was communicating to the woman when He said, ‘Your faith has saved 
you; go in peace’?



Why does it matter?

Can you recall a time when someone made a very public declaration of faith in Jesus, one that 
might have felt “uncomfortable” for others at the time?  

What happened? 
How did you respond?

Which debtor do you relate to most, the one who owed fifty or five hundred denarii? Why?

How would you respond if you heard Jesus say, “Your sins are forgiven. Your faith has saved 
you; go in peace”?

What would you say is the main message of today’s encounter?

Is there someone you know who needs to hear this? 
How might you communicate it to them?

 
How are you going to respond to this passage?



 
The Demon-possessed Man

Luke 8:26-39

Read Luke 8:26-39 (NIV)

a. “Legion” This name means very many. A legion was about 6000 men in the Roman 
army.

b. “the abyss,” something like a deep hole where evil spirits are kept.

What does it say?

What strikes you? Why?  

From the passage, what picture do you get of the man and his life thus far?  

In what state do you think Jesus found the man?
 

What picture do you get of the demons?  

In light of the definition of Legion, what do you make of the notion that he was possessed 
by a legion of demons?
 

Which words are repeated in the passage?  

What does it mean?

Do you think Jesus is speaking to the man or the demons inside of him? What makes you 
say so?

 
What do you make of the title given to Jesus in v28?

 
What do you make of the way the demons interact with Jesus and He with them?

 
Why do you think the town people reacted with fear to Jesus and what He did?



 
Why do you think Jesus granted the demons’ requests but refused the man’s request to go 
with Him?

 
In what ways do you think the man’s life was changed?

 
Why does it matter?

 
How has today’s encounter influenced your view of Jesus?

 
How do you react to the reality of a spiritual world presented in the passage?

 
What are you going to take away from today’s passage?



Mary and Martha
Luke 10:38-42

Read Luke 10:38-42 and Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 in the New American Standard Bible 
Translation

What does it say?

What struck you on your first reading of Luke 10:38-42?  Why?

What does the story tell you about the characters?

What contrasts are there between Mary and Martha’s attitudes?

What do you think the “preparations” are?

What are the key points in this story?

Are there any implications relating to where this story was set, and where Jesus was 
going? (See Luke 9:51).
 

What does it mean?

Is Martha wrong to be concerned with the preparations?  Why or why not?

What is Martha “distracted” from?

What is good about Martha’s attitude?

Why does Mary choose to leave her sister to do all the preparations?

What is good about Mary’s attitude?

What do you think was the "one thing… necessary”?

Replace these two sentences with: How does Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 affect the story’s 
meaning?



Why does it matter?

Which character do you most relate to?

How does this story apply to your attitude towards your work or course?

What can be considered a “distraction” in your context?

What does “spending time with Jesus” look like in practice?

What would you say the main point of this story is?

What are you going to take away from this study?



The Expert in the Law 
Luke 10:25-37

Read Luke 10:25-37 (NIV): 
 
A denarius was the usual daily wage of a day labourer (see Matt. 20:2)

The temple in Jerusalem was served by three classes of people. Priests comprised the 
first, the second was the Levites, and the third were the laymen Jew who helped with 
various aspects of the life of the temple. Then as now, various ethnic communities in the 
Middle East are identified by their clothes, their language or their accent.

Jesus Through Middle Eastern Eyes - Ken Bailey, p292

The temple in Jerusalem was served by three classes of people. Priests comprised the 
first, the second was the Levites, and the third were the laymen Jew who helped with 
various aspects of the life of the temple. Then as now, various ethnic communities in the 
Middle East are identified by their clothes, their language or their accent.

What does it say?

What strikes you? Why?

What are the key points/sentences in the story?

What questions are asked in the story?  What do you think was the key question? Why?

Who are the characters in the parable?

What is significant about the way they act in the parable?
 

What does it mean?

In what way is the man’s question, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?”, flawed?

How would you answer Jesus’ questions, “What is written in the Law?  How do you read 
it?”



The man does not quote the two references in the order they appear in the Bible, but 
rather inverts them. What significance do you think this has?

What do you think the man was really asking when he said, “And who is my neighbour?”

Look up and read Leviticus 19. Considering this is the passage from which the man 
quotes, how do you think he expects Jesus to answer his second question?

What do you think Jesus was trying to communicate through the parable?

How would you define who a “neighbour" is from the parable?

Why does it matter?

What does it mean to love God with:
- all your heart?
- all your soul?
- all your strength?
- all your mind?

What does it mean to love your neighbour as yourself?

How are you doing meeting the requirements of verse 27?

In what ways do you see the attitude of the lawyer in yourself?

What are you taking away from today’s encounter?

How are you going to practically respond to today’s encounter?



The Rich Young Ruler
Luke 18:18-30

Read Luke 18:18-30 (NIV):

 
What does it say?

Read the story.  What strikes you?  Why?

Who are the characters in this story?

What questions are asked?

What are the key points/sentences in the story?

How does this encounter compare to the one in last week’s study (pay particular attention 
to the question Jesus is asked, and the answer He gives)?

What does it mean?

Why do you think Jesus challenges the rich man’s form of address: “Good teacher”?

Jesus lists five of the Ten Commandments.  Is there anything significant about the ones He 
leaves out?

What does Jesus suggest about the cost of following Him?

Why does the rich ruler react the way he does?

What do you think was going on in the crowd to make them respond the way they did 
(v26)?

To what extent are these issues resolved by Jesus’ explanation?
 
Do you think Peter entirely understands what Jesus is suggesting?

Why does Jesus’ response to this question differ to the answer He gave in last week’s 
study?  What are the implications of this?



Why does it matter?

How does this passage leave you feeling?

What do you think this passage has to say about wealth?

What do you think this passage has to say about what we must do to follow Jesus?

If you were to ask Jesus “What must I do to inherit eternal life” what sort of answer do you 
think you would get?

What is the main thing you want to take away from this study?



The Two Criminals
Luke 23:32-43

Read Luke 23:32-43 (NIV)

What does it say?

What struck you on the first reading?  Why?

Imagine the scene.  What are the sights, sounds, smells, etc?

Who are the characters in this story?

What are the key moments in this encounter?

What does it mean?

Some characters are mocking Jesus.  What do you think their reasons for this are?

What do you make of the second criminal’s rebuke?

What contrasts are there between the first and second criminal?

Are there contrasts between Jesus’ responses to the different characters in this story?

What are the implications of what Jesus says in verse 43?

Why does it matter?

What is your reaction to Jesus off the back of this story?

If Jesus told you “today you will be with me in paradise” how would that affect the way you 
live?



Take a look back through your notes and the stories from this term:

What themes have stood out to you from preparing and discussing these studies?

What is your reaction to Jesus off the back of this study series?

To what extent were you able to apply what you discussed and learned after each story?

Is there something you want to re-visit or apply long term to your life?

What will you take away from this term’s studies series? Why?

The Paralysed Man – Luke 5:17-26 The Expert in the Law – Luke 10:25-37

The Sinful Woman – Luke 7:36-50 The Rich Young Ruler – Luke 18:18-30

The Demon Possessed Man – Luke 8:26-39 The Two Criminals – Luke 23:32-43

Mary and Martha – Luke 10:38-42


